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Figure 1: 3Ps in The CRC, UNICEF 1980, adopted from (LUND
University ITP 2013)
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Roger Hart's Ladder of Young People's Participation
FRung 8: Young people & adults share decision-making

Rung 7 Young people lead & initiate action

Rung & Adult-initiated, shared decisions
with young people

Rung 5: Young people consulted and informed
Rung 4: Young people assignead and infarmed

Rung 3: Young people tokenized®

Rung 2: Young people are decoration™

Rung 1: Young people are
manipulated*

Maote: Hart explains that the last
three rungs are non-parficipalion

Adapted from Hart, R, {198892). Cihuidren's Paricipation from Tokernism o Cilizensiip.
Flareance: LIMICEF Innocenti Research Centre .

Figure2: The ladder of participation Adapted from Roger Hart 1992 . Children’s Participation
from Tokenism to Citizenship. Florence: UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre.
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The Child Rights Convention, The CRC, is an international treaty of human rights
developed by United Nations and ratified today by 193 countries except for Somalia, the recently
established state of South Sudan, and the United States have not ratified the CRC (Doek, 2014).
CRC is comprised of 40 different articles that focuses on the child’s best interest and 3 main
pillars: Provision, Protection, and Participation. The three main pillars are referred to as the 3 Ps.
The 40 articles are all based on the best interest of the child in providing them with the 3 Ps. The
CRC recognizes the child as a person with evolving capacities (art. 5), with an identity (name,
and nationality; art. 7 and art. 8), and with civil rights and freedoms (art. 13-16), and with the
right of the child to express her or his views (art. 12) .This right implies an active and growing
participation of the child, linked to her or his evolving capacities, in all matters affecting her or

him ( Bruyere, 2004).
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Figure 1: 3Ps in The CRC, UNICEF 1980, adopted from (LUND University ITP 2013)

Hart (1992) mentioned that children must be involved with adults in meaningful projects

to train them to be responsible and to give them the right chance to practice the meaningful

participation in decision making . Hart designed participation ladder to explain that the

participation right could be manipulated by adults, and

many of the features implemented in

many cultures and communities around the world are not giving a real chance for the voice of a

child. It is a long process of preparation, empowerment and anchoring to this child that requires

change in norms in the stakeholders involved in raising up a child. (Tisdall et al, 2014). Every

right contained in the CRC is inherent to the human dignity and harmonious development of

every child (Leo et al., 2013). Every member is obliged to develop and undertake all actions and

policies to ensure the best interest of the child. ‘Child”’ refers to every human being below the

age of eighteen years (Doek, 2014).




Roger Hart's Ladder of Young People's Participation

Rung 8: Young people & adults share decision-making
Rung 7:Young people lead & initiate action
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Adapted from Hart, R, {18892). Chuidren’s Paricipation frorm Tokersm o CiliEzensinp.
Florence: UMICEF Inmocenti Research Centre.

Figure2: The ladder of participation Adapted from Roger Hart 1992 . Children’s Participation from Tokenism to Citizenship.

Florence: UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre.

To develop and implement programs to promote meaningful children participation in decision-
making processes, UNICEF started to focus on producing a set of manuals and books directed to
parents, schools, concerned stakeholders, and teachers to promote the meaningful participation
that will enable the target audience to end the child abuse, and corporal punishment, and provide
the child with needed tools for participation in decision making and social welfare afterwards. To
have this objective achieved, there must be change in the norms adopted by those who are
fostering the children. What could be the ways used to put CRC in action and make a real change

all the concerned stakeholders.

Child Rights and Child Rights Convention:
Since Egypt ratified CRC in 1993, concerned ministries started to regulate the laws and

policies to maintain child rights. Massive changes in family and custody laws for the best interest




of the child were achieved (Abu-Odeh, 2004). The Ministry of Education (MOE) issued a legal
ban on using corporal punishment in schools and issued Positive Discipline regulation. This
policy is not implemented effectively, and there is informal acceptance of using corporal

punishment by some of teachers and schools administrators especially in public schools.

This informal acceptance is likely due to their personal beliefs that corporal punishment is an

effective means of discipline, as they have been punished corporally in their own childhoods

(Wasef, 2011).




